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   What an awesome month this has been.  Post 45 is continuing to gain attention is we grow and advance.  From pre-
senting a flag to the Palatka Daily News to posting the colors at the Women’s Club “Celebrate America” concert we are 
out before the public.   
   Our February Valentines dinner saw over 50 people share with us as we sought to honor the women of our post.  This 
was possible because of the men (Greg, Chuck, Gary, Lester and Ron to name a few) who put in many hours of work 
planning and preparing for it.   
   Alice Beutien helped with the application for a $10,000.00 grant to help with the expansion of the decks, ramps and 
home repairs that post members are involved with.   
   New members are joining weekly with many becoming active in the various post projects.  One example is Ron Kelly 
who has become a valuable worker in the kitchen and has taken over the purchasing of supplies.  A special thank you to 
Sheryl Johnson for all of her many hours working to make this area better.  
   This is just a small part of what took place this month.  People are beginning to approach us more often to participate 
in various activities.  Bert Hodge Post 45 is becoming known as a place that reaches out to help veterans in Putnam 
county.  
    As a member of Post 45, you can stand tall knowing that your fellow Legionnaires are standing with you to make a 
difference in the lives of veterans.  After all…WE ARE THE AMERICAN LEGION!!!  

     March is here and Spring has sprung. We have a very busy schedule this month. During the Azalea Festival, March 
3rd and 4th, we  will have a booth at the Riverfront and a table at Ravine Gardens. This means we need at least 2 to sign 
up for each. It is also the 1st Saturday, which we need 2 to sign up for the membership drive table at Walmart. We also 
have a yard sale going on at the home front. We need 6 ladies to help at the tables and at least 1 to stay at the yard sale. 
The 1st Saturday is an “All hands on deck” day. We need you! The more people we have will make the tasks easier to 
do. This will give us good practice for the County Fair that starts the 16th for a week. It’s not right to make 1 or 2 people 
handle it all week. There are 2 hour slots to sign up for manning the booth. Do your part- it’s fun. 
     On the 2nd Saturday, the Auxiliary will be doing the Breakfast. We will keep the same menu, just “Jazz” it up a little. 
We have Marilynn, Dianne and Denice here preparing and serving the breakfast while several will join me at the District 
meeting. Again, we need you to be active on this day. Either supporting the breakfast or doing year end reports in Or-
mond Beach. We need a good showing at both events. 
    We are doing the March dinner on the 3rd Saturday.  Pat H. And Marilynn are decorating the tables. If you would like 
to help, get in touch with one of them. It’s on St. Patrick’s Day, so we had to have the traditional meal. The menu will 
be corned beef and cabbage, carrots, potatoes, and cornbread. Several ladies are helping me, but we could use more 
help. The desserts will be green. Wear your green . We are hoping to get donations from the local farmers, so the veg-
gies will be fresh. 
     The last week in March, our Department President, “TK” will be in our district. We do not have a definite time for 
her to be here yet. When I find out, I will make it known. We want a good showing for her. We will reach out to Interla-
chen to join us. 
      Don’t forget Craft Day each Wednesday from 10-2. We are adding a few games, like cards, dominos and small puz-
zles. It is a time of good fellowship. Come and join us. In April, I will be teaching simple drawing on Mondays.  These 
can be used to brighten up the rooms of home bound or nursing home vets. We will begin with colored pencils and regu-
lar copy paper. 
     You see, our month is a busy one. April is looking like it will be just as busy. Stay tuned in and check at the post for 
things to do. Keep your eyes on the goals set before you and run the race together. 

   When veterans become ill or injured as a result of their service, their entire lives are changed.  It takes a community –

families, friends, fellow veterans-to help that veteran recover and learn how to live their new normal.                               

–Dennis Joyner, President of the Disabled Veterans; Life Memorial Foundation 



Calendar of events for March 2018 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1  Post open  2  Post open  

Azalea  

Festival  

2nd-4th 

3 All You Can Eat 

Breakfast  

Yard Sale  8—2 

Walmart  mem-

bership  table 9-5 

Azalea Festival 

 We are fortunate to have volunteers who understand and promises 

made to veterans and who are committed to improving veterans’ lives.  

The most common thing heard from volunteers is that they get as 

much from donating their time as the veterans do from their generosi-

ty.  It’s a rewarding way to stay active and make a difference. 

 

4 Post  closed 

   

 

Azalea       

Festival 

5 Post open  

    Lunch  

 

  

 

 

6 Post open  

  

Azalea  

Cruisers 6 pm 

 

 

7 Post open  

    Lunch   

Legion Exec mtg 

10:30 

Crafting group  

10-2 

8  Post open  

 Legion  and 

Auxiliary 

Pot luck dinner 

at 6 pm and  

meeting at 7 pm 

9 Post open  

 

 

 

10 All You Can Eat 

Breakfast  

                         

 

11 Post closed 

  

 

 

12  Post open  

     Lunch  

 

 

13  Post open  

 

 

 

 

14  Post open  

      Lunch  

 

Crafting group  

10-2 

15  Post open  

 

American      

Legion Birthday 

– 99 years! 

16  Post open  

Post Clean-up   

10 am 

Help needed 

Putnam Coun-

ty Fair 16-th 

24th 

17 All You Can Eat 

Breakfast  

Walmart outside 

sales table 

St Patrick’s Dinner 

Open to public 
 

RSVP-required 

18  Post closed 

  

 

Putnam Coun-

ty Fair 

19  Post open  

     Lunch  

 

 Putnam 

County Fair 

20  Post open  

 

 

Putnam 

County Fair 

21 Post open  

      Lunch  
 

Crafting group  

10-2 

Putnam County 

Fair—Senior Day! 

22 Post open  

 

 

Putnam County 

Fair 

23 Post open  
 

Newsletter   

articles due 

 

Putnam   

County Fair 

24 All You Can Eat 

Breakfast  
 

AL Riders -9:30  

SAL - 10:30  
 

 

 25 Post closed 
 

26 Post open 

 

Prepare 160+ 

newsletters 

for mailing at 

10 am 

27 Post open  

 

. 

 

 

28 Post open  
      Lunch  
 

Crafting group  

10-2 

 

 

 

1) All you can eat Breakfast served Saturdays  8 am -11 am             2) Lunch served Mondays and Wednesdays 11 am –2 pm          

3) Post open 10 am—3 pm week days                                                                    3rd Saturday —Post Dinner open to the public 

2nd Thursday—Legion & Auxiliary potluck @6 pm & meeting @7 pm             4th Saturday—AL Riders and SAL meetings 

   Post Renters Information: This is a courtesy to those who rent our post home.  Hall rental disclaimer – Groups that meet here are 

in no way endorsed, supported or sponsored by Bert Hodge Post 45.  These groups all pay a rental fee for the use of our post to host 

their meetings.  Any member that attends the meetings are there of their own accord and are not representing the American  Legion 

or Post 45.  We list their meeting times in our calendar as a courtesy to them.  Post 45 has and will always abide by the Constitution 

and By-Laws set in place by the American Legion and Post 45. 

    The post is available for group meetings, private functions and more.  For more information on renting the post for your event, 

call the post at 386-328-6976 or email post45palatka@gmail.com. Visit our web page, post45palatka.webs.com, to see what is  

available. 

    HELP!!!  Do you know of a group looking for a place to meet weekly, monthly or multiple times a year? How about someone 

needing it for a one time meeting, party or event?  If you look above at the calendar, you will see that there are many open days and 

times that are available for renting. Members and the public are welcome to rent the building and the kitchen, if needed.  If interest-

ed, please contact the post watch desk with your name, contact information, when you would like it reserved, and what you would 

like to use it for.  Someone from the Executive Committee will contact you with the rental agreement guidelines and confirm the 

days/times if agreeable.  Contact information for groups and the public may be given to post watch and the Executive Committee 

can follow up.   (On the hill at 9th and Crill -316 Osceola Street, Palatka - Phone Number: 386-328-6976.) 

Thank you to all those that have volunteered their time do-

ing what you can do. Without our volunteers, we would not 

be a successful  Post and Unit. We can always use more, so 

please don't hesitate to come down and help - even if it's 

just an hour a month.  Thank you for your time. 

mailto:post45palatka@gmail.com


Post address and contact information 

         316 Osceola Street, Palatka, FL. 32177                                                

Phone Number: 386-328-6976 

Post Website: post45palatka.@webs.com                                    

Post Email: post45palatka@gmail.com                 

Auxiliary Email: dcraux45@gmail.com                       

 Newsletter Editor: newsletter.post45@gmail.com 

AL Riders: riderschapter45@gmail.com 

Post Officers 2017-2018 
Commander    Ted Rodda                 386-972-8119 
1st Vice      Chuck Gauthier         386-336-1083  

2nd Vice    Bob Sanders   937-403-4914  

3rd Vice     Lester Sheppard  386-325-4886  

Adjutant       Greg Andries   719-310-7519 

Finance Officer    Charlie Burkley   601-955-2324  

Chaplain    Vacant     ????? 

Judge Advocate    Stan Owens   386-530-1455 

Sargent-At-Arms    James Kinard                   386-649-8738 

Asst Sgt-at Arms    Corky Becker   386-328-6020 

Member at Large    Walt Hunt   904-315-3714 

Member at Large    Lester Sheppard  386-972-2153 

Service Officer    Richard Williams  904-868-6401 

Asst Service Off.    Ray BQ Buquo   386-684-1287 

Historian/Bugler    Curtis Bennett   386-972-3300 

Honor Guard Capt. Stan Owens    386-530-1455 

Membership    Ken Moore   386-385-2542 

Auxiliary Officers 2017-2018 

President     Donna Rodda  386-972-9199  

1st Vice/      Pat Hunt  904-501-7186  

2nd Vice     Pat Andries  719-433-5366 

Secretary      Dianne Sanders 937-403-4914               

Treasurer     Marllynn Gauthier 386-325-9868 

Chaplain     Augustine Davenport 386-546-3356 

Membership     Pat Hunt  904-501-7186  

Member at Large     Vacant  ????? 

Member at Large     Vacant  ????? 

Member at Large      Vacant  ????? 

SAL Officers 2017-2018 

Commander     Chuck Gauthier   386-336-1083  

1st Vice     Joe Karasiewicz 386-244-8188 

Judge Advocate    Stan Owens  386-530-1455 

Finance      Charlie Burkley  601-955-2324 

Chaplain    Lester Sheppard 386-972-2153 

AL Riders Officers 2017-2018  

Director     Charles Burkley  601-955-2324 

1st Vice    Vacant   ?????  

Sargent-at-Arms   Stan Owens  386-530-1455 

Asst Sgt-at-Arms   Luke Owens  904-517-9699 

Road Captain   BQ Buquo  386-684-1287 

Safety Officer   Vacant   ????? 

Treasurer   Greg Andries  719-310-7519 

Secretary    Kaye Rogers-Wells 386-983-7117 

Membership   Vacant                 ????? 

2nd Vice   Walt Hunt  904-315-3714 

Chaplain   Ted Rodda  386-972-8119 

Quarter Master   Kaye Rogers-Wells 386-983-7117 

Historian   Kaye Rogers-Wells 386-983-7117 

 

Membership—Legion   Ken Moore 

   This has been a busy month for membership, we have had 5 

new members and 3 transfers join our post this month. Great job 

everyone. We have 4 of our members who will be receiving the 

“Family First” pin and 1 of them will be receiving the “I Got 

My Five” pin. There are others who are getting close. Great job! 

Let’s keep up the good work. We have had our membership 

table set 4 times this month at Walmart and Messer’s Bait Shop. 

I want to thank Joe K. Sandee H. and Dianne S. for their help 

and support. Thanks to all the members who stopped by to say 

“hi” and offer encouragement.  

   I also want to thank Chuck Frames and Bob Sanders who vis-

ited veterans we were unable to reach, checking on them and 

encouraging them to renew their memberships.  Anyone who 

hasn't renewed, please do so now. Your membership isn’t just 

your name on the application and card but your involvement 

with the post and representing us in the community. We want to 

reach our 100% by March 31st. All renewals must be in by 

the 15th of March.  

   I know it's early but we will be having an Open House /

Membership Rally April 14th. Please make plans to be there. 

The American Legion Department of Florida membership chair-

man and others plan on attending. We have invitations out to 

Rep. Yoho and others.  Mark this on your calendar and help 

make this event successful by helping out.    

   Thank you everyone for your support and God Bless.  

Basic Training for Officers and Members 

The American Legion’s official training program for officers, 

members and those who simply want to expand their knowledge 

of the organization is now available online. The former Ameri-

can Legion Extension Institute has been rewritten, updated, 

streamlined and enhanced for a new multimedia experience. If 

interested, please go to www.legion.org/alei. 

   If you do go to this website, please share your experience with 

others so we can try it and learn about the organization.  An arti-

cle in this newsletter is a good way to encourage others to take 

this course.  

Deceased Members:   
 

   John Douglas, 96, of Palatka, passed away Friday, Feb 2 at 
Palatka Health Care Center following an extended illness.  
   Patrick J. Nolan, 60, of East Palatka, passed from this life un-
expectedly Feb 16th.  

 

We will never forget who keeps the peace.               

To all of our veterans and service members -       

Thank You. 

post45palatka.webs.com
mailto:post45palatka@gmail.com
mailto:cromertheresa@gmail.com
mailto:newsletter.post45@gmail.com


This is a story of American Legion member Charlie Cox, a snowbird from Michigan.                                             

Written by Diane Kline-Gorney as a class assignment.  (Part 3) 

    Charlie liked the military and as his term came to an end, the recruiter came and asked if he would like to re-enlist for six years.  
Charlie said, “They offered me an early-out discharge and $7,777.  I said sure.  I’m not sure why all the numbers ended with seven.”  

The army sent him home for a 3 day leave and shipped him to Korea.  This time he was assigned to a combat engineer company.  
Charlie recalled, “My staff sergeant was black.  We became real good friends.”  He taught Charlie how to operate a crane. “In fact, 

he was such a good teacher he had me operating it like I was born on if. I enjoyed my time in Korea,” he continued, “I learned a lot 
and was promoted to specialist E-5.” 
     Charlie feels one of his greatest accomplishments occurred during his tour in Korea.  Charlie like the Rangers that came in the 

summer by his home, like to mingle with the locals.  On a Sunday he discovered an orphanage.  The building used to be a jail.  It 
had no windows and snow could blow right in.  There was only one room with heat.  “We were an engineering outfit, rebuilding the 

country.  I got permission to speak to the Company Commander about this.  He sent me to the Chaplin.  He worked it out so shortly 
after I was using my crane to lift bundles of roofing on the roof.  We put windows in and old heaters in every room,” Charlie share 

tearfully.  He stated it was arranged for the leftover food in the mess hall to be delivered to them as well. 
     In 1968, Charlie was transferred to Vietnam.  He landed in the Central Highlands in the town of Pleiku which was the headquar-
ters for the 4th Infantry Division.  This camp was about a mile wide and held five to ten thousand Is.  Shortly after he reported to his 

company area, he was issued a M-16 rifle.  Charlie protested, ”I told the supply sergeant that I couldn’t use the M-16 because the 
cab on the crane was too small.  I wouldn't be able to defend myself.”  Charlie was able to get a captain to agree who convinced a 

lieutenant, to give Charlie his Match .45 like the one he shot in Okinawa.  The lieutenant nervously agreed on one condition, that he 
would get the pistol back when Charlie's tour was done as it was his father’s during World War II and it had a lot of sentimental 

value.  Charlie agreed.  To seal the deal, Charlie had to prove he could use it.  The lieutenant laid a plate out on a dirt embankment 
75 feet out.  Charlie said, “The first shot hit a little high at the one o’clock position, so I adjusted and the second round hit the plate.  

That pretty much sealed the deal.” 
 
  Watch for Part 4  In this series in the April Informer.  Our “snowbird” has returned to Michigan for the summer. 

Auxiliary Lottery Tickets Wreath Drawing   

The American Legion Auxiliary Unit 45 is 

having a drawing for a “Lottery Ticket” 

wreath. Stop by to see the beautiful wreath 

made by Duel Member Rebekah Hutton. 

More tickets will be added every 

month. There will be more than $100 

worth of purchased tickets on the day of the 

drawing.  The tickets are $5.00 each and are 

available from Auxiliary members or from Post Watch mem-

bers at the post.  The drawing will be at the post 

around 12:30pm on May 28th, following the Memorial Day 

parade and ceremony. Proceeds of this wreath drawing will be 

used to help our Putnam county veterans in need. Thank you for 

your support and God bless you! 

Legion “Seven Prizes” Drawing 

    The Legionnaires are sponsoring a drawing for seven prizes—

$100 gift card, $300 meat package, fishing package, stainless 

steel grill, patio set with table, 6 chairs and umbrella, 50 inch 

TV, and an Amethyst jewelry set.  Pictures are at the post.  

    Tickets are $10 each for a chance to win one of the 7 prizes. 

Drawings will be following the Riverside ceremony on Memori-

al Day at the post located “On the hill at 9th and Crill”.           

Tickets may be purchased from any Post 45 Legion member.  

Election Committee and Officers Needed   
 

    Can you believe elections are coming up in April again? Both 
the Legion and Auxiliary need volunteers to chair their nominat-
ing committees. If you're interested in running for a position, 
please contact Commander Ted, Adjutant Greg or Auxiliary 
officers. The names will be passed on when nominating chair-
men are announced.  Let them know what position you're seek-
ing. Feel free to put your name in for multiple positions, for if 
you don't get elected for one, you may get elected for another. 
All positions to include Commander and President are up for 
nominations.  
    Don't be afraid to run for a position, for we won't let you fail. 
We all start with very little knowledge of the Legion and Auxil-
iary, but when you're done with your term, you're a lot more 
knowledgeable. To get more knowledgeable about the Legion, 
you can go to https://www.legion.org/alei and take the free basic 
training course. At the end of the course, there's a 40 question 
test you can take. All you need to do is get 31/40 correct. Once 
you complete the test, you will receive a certificate plus an op-
portunity to purchase a pin for only $5.00.                                                                    
To get more knowledgeable about Auxiliary you can go to  
https://www.alaforveterans.org/Members/Leadership.  
 
    You'll be surprised how much you can learn from this. 

!!!Volunteer Hours Report Needed!!! 

   The Annual Report is submitted each year in May to tell our 

story and let National know what we have done for the past 

year. This report to Congress is compiled from across the Amer-

ican Legion to showcase our volunteerism for our Veterans and 

Children. Please send BQ Buque or Pat Andries the hours, mile-

age and money you have volunteered for year, from July 2017 

to the end of February  2018. We will ask for this information 

again to capture your volunteer hours, mileage, and donations 

from the end of February  2018 through June, so please track 

this to make it easier to remember. Forms are available at the 

post and may be returned to the Auxiliary box or 2nd Vice box. 



Lunch Menu 

Sandwiches come with a Pickle Spear and Chips 

Sliced Roast Beef  Lettuce, Tomato, & Sliced Onion       $5.00                   

Ham and Cheese                                                        $5.00 

Corned Beef on Rye                     $5.00                   

Hamburger                       $5.00    

Bacon, Lettuce, & Tomato                                $5.00  

Ham Club on Wheat                                        $6.00 

Turkey Club on Wheat                       $6.00   

BBQ Pork  on a bun                                         $5.00   

Egg Salad                                                                   $4.00  

Philly Cheese Steak                                                    $6.00            

Beef, Provolone, Green Peppers, Onions and  Mushrooms                    

Rueben               $6.00   

Corned Beef, Sauerkraut, Swiss Cheese, Thousand Island Dressing on Rye 

Sandwich Toppings $.50 each 

Cheese - Yellow or Swiss,  Mushrooms,   Bacon,                    

Grilled Onions,  Sauerkraut,   Green Peppers,   Jalapenos 

House Salad  Lettuce, Tomatoes, Sliced Onion       $3.00 

Drinks $1.00 each 

Pepsi, Diet Pepsi, Cherry Pepsi,                                     

Coke, Diet Coke, Mt. Dew, Mt. Dew Red,                      

Dr. Pepper, Diet Dr. Pepper, Cherry Dr. Pepper,          

Root Beer, 7-Up, Orange, Bottled Water 

Ice Cream 

Milk Shakes                                $4.00                   

Chocolate, Strawberry, Vanilla, or Mocha        

Floats                                   $3.00   

Root Beer, 7-Up or Orange 

Sundaes                                            $3.00                 

Hot Fudge or Caramel 

Coffee is free when the post is open! 

From Your Kitchen Committee  - Contact us at 386-328-6976 

Lunch service is  

Mondays and Wednesdays  

from 11 am to 2 pm   

Delivery is available in the Palatka area. 

See our lunch menu.  

Breakfast every Saturday from 8 to 11 am.                       

$7.00 a person is a really great deal.  Bring your family 

and friends to Post 45 for the breakfast buffet. 

Kitchen Worker Schedule for March 

Saturday Breakfast  

March 3 Gary Legion 

March 10 Gary Auxiliary 

March 17 Gary Riders 

March 24 Gary SAL 

Newsletter Folding Help Needed Once a Month 
 

     Every month, 5 or 6 Legion Family members get together 

for a couple of hours for the purpose of folding and tabbing the 

newsletter in preparation for mailing.   

         If you would like to help with the newsletters stop by on 

the date listed on this newsletter calendar or contact Pat Andries 

at “newsletter.post45@gmail.com”  or  719-433-5366.  Folding 

day/ time may change so check with Pat to volunteer. 

February Valentine Auxiliary Recognition Dinner 

   We had over 50 people come enjoy the Valentine steak din-

ners at the post.  The men did a great job preparing and serving 

the meals. The ladies were served and treated very special.  

Each lady was presented with two carved roses and raffle gifts. 

We had a live performance by Sam Wimberly as he sang and 

played his guitar. The tables were arranged so we could visit 

others easier. Many new members attended this event. We had a 

great time. Please try to come to the St Patrick's Day dinner on 

March 17th.  RSVP to the post. 

    If you are available to volunteer for any of our dinners, 

lunches  or breakfasts, please contact Ted Rodda or Gary 

St.Onge. Megan Graham helped with the dinner and is a new 

face helping at the post. Say Hi and thank her for helping. 

    If you can’t carry the trays to the tables maybe you could 

help with the preparing the food, washing/drying dishes, sweep-

ing, or washing off the tables. Your support would also be ap-

preciated by attending these events. Your  help is needed and 

will be very much appreciated. 

   God created us with the purpose of interacting with   

others.  We need these relationships to lift ourselves to a 

higher plane spiritually.  - Alikay Woods 



    Boys State / Girls State2018                       Stan Owens                                                   

          The week of government training includes lectures, forums 
and visits to federal agencies, national shrines, institutions, me-
morials and historical sites. On Capitol Hill, Boys and Girls  Na-
tion senators meet with elected officials from their home states. 
     Since the inception of both organizations,  a number of its 
graduates have been elected to public office, including presidents, 
congressmen, state governors and state legislators. Many others 
have been inspired to work for the campaigns of individuals seek-
ing public office. 
     We are now taking applications for Boys State 2018 .  The 
information with application forms can be found at The American 
Legion State of Florida website:  
https://www.floridalegion.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Boys-
State-Interview-Application-2018.pdf     
Contact Stan Owens if you know a boy that is a Junior and inter-
ested in attending.  
   Do you know a young woman we can help with advancing her 
dreams and goals of serving our country and veterans through our 
government by attending Girls State?  Application Link: https://
alafl.org/programs/girls-state/delegate-application. Please con-
tact Donna Rodda,  386-972-9199. 

Become a “45 Informer” Sponsor 

Events Coming Up in March 

.Mar 3-4—Azalea Festival—We have booths that need manned at 
Festival and Ravine Gardens. Need volunteers 

Mar 3—Membership table at Walmart and need volunteers 

Mar 3—Yard sale at the post and AUCE breakfast 

Mar 10 —District 17 Auxiliary meeting at Ormand Beach Regis-
tration begins at 10:30 and meeting from 11 -1:30 pm. Lunch is 
$5.End of Year reports will be addressed at this meeting.  

Mar 10—Legion District 17 meeting at Post 6 in Deland starting 
at 1 pm. 

Mar 15—American Legion Birthday—99 years! 

Mar 17 -Tent outside Walmart (need volunteers) & St Patrick's 
Day Dinner (Auxiliary needs help) 

Mar 16 - 23  Putnam County Fair  - Sr Day on Wednesday from 
11 am – 3 pm. Need volunteers to man the booth.  Sign in sheet at 
the Post Watch desk.  

Future Events— 

April 14th— Open House/ Membership Drive  at Post 45 

May 6th—Auxiliary Constitution Conference at Post 6 in Deland. 
Registration at noon meeting at 1 pm.  We will be electing a new 
District President. 

   Would you like to be a sponsor of the Post 45 newsletter?  
It’s easy to do and it’s a one time yearly, to help cover the cost 
of printing and mailing to those without internet access.            

   The Bronze level is $5—$49. Silver level $50-$99 and Gold 
level is $100 and up. Send or bring in your donation and give 
us your name to appear in the appropriate level or you can re-
main anonymous.  Thank you for helping us keep you In-
formed! 

GOLD;  John R. Clark,  David Wilkinson Carpentry, 8 Anony-
mous Members, Anita Becker, The Hodge Family x2, Robert 
Baldwin, Gary St. Onge  

                         American Legion Riders 
                  Charles Burkley Director 

 
   We'd like to have a good showing from our Chap-

ter at all events..   
 
   We will be meeting on Mar 3rd at 10 to discuss our  Fund-
raiser ride on March 24th for God's Kitchen.  If you'd like a 
Flyer, stop at the post and there will be some available  
 
If you haven’t already paid your dues for this year, please 
bring them in at this time.  Dues are still $20. 
 
    We are asking members to step up to fill these positions: 
Membership, Safety Officer and 1st Vice.   

      SAL Squadron   
Chuck Gauthier Commander 

               

 Wow what a great job our SAL 1st Vice Commander 
Joseph K.  has been doing with our SAL membership. Thank 
you Joe. 
     Our Sons of the Legion are very busy. As of Thursday, 
March 1st, we are working on Marie Marlow’s rails for her 
back deck. Marie was the wife of our long time member Web-
ster Marlow who was called home by our Lord. 
    Then we have a big job coming up in Interlachen—a 30 foot 
ramp and deck repair. This project will be with Team Depot. 
We should expect this project to kick off the second or third 
week in March. 
    We just had our District SAL meeting and were awarded 
our 100% membership certificate. 
    If any one would like to work with us for our veterans and 
community, just let me or Lester Sheppard know. We have 
many projects going.  

Happy Birthday to each of you! 

Legionnaires: 1st—Mike Amig, Wallace Lerner, Bobby 
Feagin, 6th—Harry Carter, 11th—Alfred Peterson, 13th—John 
Gibson, 14th—Stan Owens, Lawrence Larsen, 16th– Stephen 
Swim, 18th—Leartis McNeil, 25th—George Schultz, 31st-
William Carter, 
Auxiliary: 5th—Mary Shackelford,5th– Jodie Moore, Kathy 
Fillio 
    If you need an address to mail them a card, please contact 
Membership chairman Ken Moore or Pat Hunt. Their phone 
numbers are at left in “Officers” box. 

POST45  PARKING  CHANGE  NOTICE 

Effective immediately! 

There are now NO PARKING FIRE LANE signs       

posted along one side of Osceola Street. 

This is to allow Fire Trucks and Emergency Vehicle    

access to this street. 

Please adhere to this request for our safety. 

Share this change information with others that may be 

visiting our post.  

https://alafl.org/programs/girls-state/delegate-application
https://alafl.org/programs/girls-state/delegate-application


From the Palatka Daily News, November 1, 1919        

(misspelled words are “as is” from newspaper article)           

Researched and submitted by  Paul Flint. 

AMERICAN LEGION CHAPTER  

WILL BE ORGANIZED HERE 

    Charter has arrived and meeting will be held next Friday night 

to elect officers and formulate plans for organization. 

    For the purpose of organizing these who were in service dur-

ing the great struggle into a Palatka Post of the American Le-

gion, a meeting will be held at the court house Friday evening at 

8:30 o’clock. A charter for the Palatka Post has arrived 5 of Flor-

ida.  All soldiers, sailors, red cross nurses, or other actively en-

listed in the military forces during the war, are urged to be pre-

sent.  In addition to the organization of the post it is important 

that some action be taken on the question of bonus for service 

men, so that a report can be made to the national convention.  

The national convention of the American Legion will be held at 

Minneapolis on November 10, 11, and 12, at which time the one 

absorbing question of bonuses will be taken up.  Thirty-six bo-

nus bills have been introduced to Congress to date. Whatever 

action Congress takes in reguard to these measures will depend 

largely, if not entirely, upon the national convention at Minneap-

olis.  Among the things to be acted upon here at the national con-

vention will be the following: 

    The establishment of the permanency of the American Legion, 

and the announcement of a future course along the lines laid 

down at St. Louis and Paris as artified or modified by the mem-

bers of the organization.  This will involve the election of perma-

nent officers; the adoption of policies of organization, down 

through the state branches and the local post; methods of routine 

procedure; membership questions of eligibility and transfer, and 

nomenclature of post, state and national officers; location of na-

tional headquarters, and other matters of organization detail now 

held in abeyance.  

    The conventions will have the far-reaching task of declaring 

the legion’s policy with regard to national issues, in which the 

welfare of the country and the welfare of the great war veterans 

are intermingled.  All of these great questions will have to be 

decided on a strictly non-political and non-partisan basis.  The 

act of Congress chartering the American Legion provides that 

the legion shall not promote the candicy of any one for public 

office. 

    The American Legion has been declared by a newspaper edi-

tor to be “the most important and potentially powerful institution 

in the history of the republic.” Active state branches have been 

established in every state in the Union.  Local posts have been 

organized in more than five thousand communities.  When the 

convention convenes in Minneapolis, on Nov 10, the member-

ship of the American Legion will exceed one million.  

    Other matters of serious importance to both the country and ex

-soldiers, that will come before the Minneapolis convention, will 

be; the future military policy of the United States, educational 

facilities for the ex-servicemen and women, the future of war 

risk insurance, and soldiers’ land legislation.  

 

                       (Watch for Part 2 next  month.) 

Department Commander Shuga Visits Post 45 

   Department Commander Shuga, 3rd Vice Commander 

Brandt and  District 17 Commander Wolohan visited Post 45 

and were very impressed with what we were doing in the com-

munity and with our veterans.  Commander Shuga shared ideas 

to help our post and was impressed that many of his sugges-

tions were already being implemented by our post.  Great job 

guys! He was presented  a booklet of projects and events we 

have accomplished this year.  A booklet is available at the post 

for viewing or contact Pat Andries for a copy. 

   By the way, you should have been here to meet him and see 

his American Legion vehicle!  It is covered with a blanket of  

pictures and sayings. Wow!! 

Celebrate America Concert 

   Post 45 Color Guard was asked to presents The Colors again 

this year for the Woman’s Club Celebrate America ceremony 

honoring our veterans. We had 12 Legion members and 5 Aux-

iliary members attending. There were two men’s quartets that 

sang and a candle lighting ceremony representing each branch 

of the military.  A Quilt of Valor was presented to a veteran. 

This is a wonderful salute to our veterans and  if you have the 

chance to attend  next year please do so.   



Auxiliary Monthly meeting 
  Our meeting is Thursday, Mar 8th at 7 pm. Please 

come and share a potluck dinner at 6 pm.. It is a great 

time with good food and friends.  Remember to look at the cal-

endar for the various meals the post hosts.   

   Our Post 45 St Patrick’s Dinner will be Saturday, Mar 17th at 

6 pm. See flyer on last page of this newsletter.  We need your 

help to make it a success. Please contact Donna and let her 

know you are able to help either before, during or clean-up,  

There is something available for everyone to help is some way.  

         2017-18   Auxiliary Officer Email Information      
President—Donna Rodda    dcraux45@gmail.com 

1st Vice—Pat Hunt  antiquegrits@aol.com  

2nd Vice—Pat Andries   pngandries@gmail.com 

Secretary—Dianne Sanders    deesjettabugs@yahoo.com           

Treasurer—Marilynn Gauthier  marilynngauthier@comcast.net 

Chaplain—Augustine Davenport   

Please contact them with Auxiliary news or questions.  

Crocheting, Sewing, Drawing and Games 

   We  meet at the American Legion Post 45, 316 Osceola St., 

Palatka  (9th & Crill) on Wednesdays from 10:00 am until 2:00 

pm. Come and work as stay as long as you can.  We are adding a 

few games, like cards, dominos and small puzzles. It is a time of 

good fellowship. Come and join us.  

    In April, Donna will be teaching simple drawing on Mon-

days.  These can be used to brighten up the rooms of home bound 

or nursing home veterans. We will begin with colored pencils and 

regular copy paper. 

   For more information call or Kaye Rogers-Wells @386-983-

7117 or call the Post on Wednesdays @386-328-6976. 

“Boxes for our Troops”  

 Our Auxiliary sent  three boxes of goodies to our troops. We  

want to send more. We are asking for donations of snacks, cook-

ies, nuts, beef jerky and hard candy, hand held games, cards and 

items that will entertain them. Our goal is to send boxes in May.  

Please mark them “For the troop boxes” and bring items to the 

post and place in the designated boxes or on the Auxiliary room 

table. Thank you for helping support our troops. 

     Contact President Donna Rodda for time and date the boxes 

will be assembled and mailed.  Your help is needed to make this a 

success and help us honor our serving veterans. 

Calling all Auxiliary Members! 

Needed Now in AL Auxiliary 

3 members to serve on Executive Committee 

3 members to serve breakfast the 2nd Saturday of a month.  

(Can be a one time thing or as available. We keep the money 

after expenses. Fund raiser –please volunteer.) 

2 members the 1st Saturday of  each  month  for Membership 

Drive  table at Walmart  from 9-4 -split time (doesn’t have to 

be every month if enough volunteer) 

1 assistant for Carolyn Bennett on the Community Committee 

1 assistant for Rebekah Hutton on the PR Committee 

1 or 2 members to begin a Jr Program (work with SAL) 

Membership—Auxiliary                                  Pat Hunt 

    I see we have several Auxiliary members that haven't renewed 

their membership yet.  So take a few minutes to stop by the post 

and pay the person at the Post Watch desk or drop it in the mail. 

If you’re computer friendly, you may pay on line at alafl.org. 

Remember, new member applications need a DD 214 and the 

veteran they are joining under, if living, must be an American 

Legion member. 

    There are lots more benefits with paid membership. 

Remember the March District Meeting  

March 10th at Post 267—156 New Britain Avenue, Ormond 

Beach, FL  Registration 10:30  Meeting from at 11:00—1:30.. 

Lunch will be $5  Year End report s will be the main topic. 

Please try to attend. 

Woman’s Club “Celebrate America” Concert 

Post 45 was asked to present the colors again this year at this 

very special event recognizing our veterans.  During the pro-

gram, they selected  a name out of a basket for a lady to come 

on stage to receive gifts and be serenaded.  Our own Carolynn 

Bennett was the honored guest.  Congratulations! 

Our veterans and their families need to be restored, renewed, 

revived and reclaimed.  We can never throw anyone away.  We 

need our older members to impart their knowledge of the work-

ings of the Auxiliary and instill our mission and goals in newer 

members.  We desperately need our newer or inactive members 

to keep us moving forward by getting and staying involved.  

We must use the knowledge and guidelines that are mandated 

to follow to keep our organization in the forefront for the needs 

of our veterans and their families.—Frances J. Costa 

mailto:dcrodda@yahoo.com
mailto:antiquegrits@aol.com
tel:(386)%20983-7117
tel:(386)%20983-7117
tel:(386)%20328-6976
http://alafl.org/
https://maps.google.com/?q=156+New+Britain+AvenueOrmond+Beach,+FL%C2%A0+32174&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=156+New+Britain+AvenueOrmond+Beach,+FL%C2%A0+32174&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=156+New+Britain+AvenueOrmond+Beach,+FL%C2%A0+32174&entry=gmail&source=g


 

 
 

 

 

The American Legion Unit 45 

 St Patrick’s Day Dinner  

   Saturday, March 17th at 6 p.m. 

- Open to the public - 

Serving  Corned Beef  

Cabbage, Potatoes, Carrots, Cornbread  

and GREEN Desserts 

Drinks will be coffee and iced tea  

Sodas and bottled water are $1.00 
 

$8 for adults and $4 for children 4-12 years 

 

Purchase tickets from Post Watch and Auxiliary Members 

Please RSVP to Post 45  ph. 386-328-6976 

 by Friday, March 16th at noon. 

 

50/50 drawing, door prizes and raffles 

Located “On the hill at 9th and Crill” 

 

 

 

 


